Uxbridge Public Schools

Community Newsletter

May/June 2010

Message from the Superintendent

It's hard to believe that the 2009-2010
school year is coming to an end. For our
seniors, it marks the final year of high
school and with it comes the anticipation
of moving on to further education, a
career, or the military. We will celebrate
their accomplishments at the Uxbridge
High School Commencement on Saturday,
June 5 at 10:30 am at the high school.
Congratulations to the Class of 2010.

We also have three members of our staff
retiring this year. | want to thank Ms. Ann
Lane, 5" Grade Teacher (25 years), Mrs.
Franceen Puckett, High School History
Teacher (18 vyears), and Mr. William
Sweeney, High School Librarian (31 years)
for their combined 74 years of service to
our students. It is difficult to replace three
dedicated professionals who have inspired,
challenged, and nurtured so many
students. We wish them a long and
healthy retirement.

There are other important dates in the
month of June relating to the building
project. The final Public Forum will be held
on June 15 at 7 pm in the High School
Auditorium to provide all pertinent
information on the proposed new high
school on Quaker Highway. This is an
informational meeting for everyone to get
the facts and answers to your questions
regarding the high school building project.
On Saturday, June 19, a Special Town
Meeting will be held at 10 am at the high
school to vote to approve or not approve

the construction of a new high school
on Quaker Highway. On Tuesday,
June 22, a Debt Exclusion Vote will be
held at the high school from 7 am — 8
pm to approve funding for the
project.

As the first vyear of my
Superintendency comes to a close, I'd
like to take this time to thank the
students for their hard work, our
dedicated and committed staff for
giving their best to each and every
student, and the parents and
community for their continued
support. It is only through solid team
work and a collaborative effort that
we are able to provide a quality
education for our children and
grandchildren.

Thank you for a great year and have
an enjoyable summer!

Sincerely,

A 25

George Zini

Superintendent of Schools

J. Lanoue—Editor
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Public
Informational

Meeting
June 15,2010

When:
7:00PM
Where:

UHS Auditorium

This meeting will
provide the public with
updated information
on the project in order
to make an

informed decision on
the June 19 and June
22 votes.

Child care service will be
provided at the High School
onJune 15. Please call the

High School office at

508.278.8634 to request this

n

n

- .

. service.
n

n

Special
Town Meeting
June 19,2010

Ballot
Vote
June 22,2010

When:
10:00AM
Where:

UHS Auditorium
UHS Gymnasium

Special Town Meeting
to vote on the
proposed School
Building Project.

MUS

When:
7:00AM—8:00PM
Where:

UHS Gymnasium

Ballot vote to approve
funding for the project.

T VOTE BOTH
DATES

Child care service will be

provided at the Taft School on

June 19. Please call Barbara
Emerick at

508.278.8648 x102 to request

this service or email:

bemerick@uxbridge.k12.ma.us



Page 3 Community Newsletter

EARLY LEARNING CENTER

Kindergarten Move-Up Day

May 6™ and 7" were the Move-Up Days for the Kindergarten students. Thank you to Kindergarten teachers, bus drivers, Taft
cafeteria ladies, and our wonderful Taft hosts for the wonderful transition!

Memorial Day Program

The kindergarten students will be having a short Memorial Day program on Friday, May 28", Unfortunately, due to lack of
space in our schools, parents will not be able to attend.

Note From Your School Nurse

I am still in need of gently used sweatpants in all sizes. | am also in need of children’s underclothing (socks, briefs and panties.)

WIC (Women, Infants, & Children)

This is a wonderful program available to pregnant women and children under the age of 5. They offer information and
referrals, health care services (immunizations, pregnancy

testing, vitamins, lead testing, sick visits, well child exams, school & work physicals, etc.) and checks for nutritious foods you
and your child need. Their office is in Milford. They also have a van that travels to 16 towns daily. The schedule is available at
the Early Learning Center office.

Whitin Pre-School Parents

Please, we ask you not to park in the circular drive at the Whitin School. The buses and emergency vehicles are unable to enter
(even the small bus was unable to enter recently). It would not be a good situation if an ambulance or fire truck needed to get
through and couldn’t. Thank you for your cooperation.

Food Pantry

The local food pantry is available to families who reside and/or attend school or church in Uxbridge. The Food Pantry is
located at the Parsonage at 19 Douglas Street and is open on Wednesdays from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm and 6:30 - 8:00 pm. The
phone number is 508-278-5506. They do have an

answering machine.

o e e .,5
! UPCOMING EVENTS ?
e
June3 &4 NO PRE-SCHOOL CLASSES due to
Parent/Teacher Conferences
Kindergarten is in session!
June 8 ELC Goodbye Social sponsored by Taft/ELC PTO
June 17 Tentative last day of school for K
June 18 Tentative last day of school for PK

June 18,21, 22 Screening for K & PK 2010-2011 school year
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EARL D. TAFT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Another Year of MCAS Testing

Taft School students recently completed their participation in the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment
System (MCAS) testing program for Spring of 2010. Students in Grades 3 and 4 completed MCAS tests in
Reading during the month of March, and Mathematics during the month of May. The focus and effort given by
Taft students was excellent during MCAS testing sessions. Individual student and schoolwide MCAS results are
expected to be released during the upcoming summer months.

Community Reading Day

The annual Community Reading Day for Uxbridge Public Schools was held on Wednesday, May 26, 2010. This
year’s event, planned and coordinated by Taft librarian Margy O’Donnell, was a huge success. Over fifty
community readers visited classrooms from pre-school through grade six to read with students. A small
reception for community readers was held in the Taft library to thank everyone who participated.

Following is a listing of Community Day Readers for this year:

Kyla Burch
Sandy Donnelly
Tom Alger
Dave Landry
Brian Hazard
Suzanne Wise
Linda Chaplin
Barbara Emerick
Mr. Bill McGee
Karen Mages
Sue Priore

Paul Haughey
Angie Baldanza

Nicole Mussulli
Debbie Jodrey

Lori Fafard

George O’Connell
Cpt.Melissa Blodgett
Mary Boyle/Emily Hodder
Dr. Howard Boyaj
Bill Albin

Ernie Esposito
Christine Dumais
George Zini

Jessica Rawding
Ashley Kibbe

Jillian Boutin
Lisa Nestor
Karen Boyle
Kelley Gallagher
Nikki Eldredge
Jean McGee
Barry Bradsha
Kaitlyn Legg
Mandy Priore
Marsha Petrillo
Bill Sweeney

Doug Priore
Peter Emerick
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EARL D. TAFT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Taft Volunteers Support our School

The Taft Volunteers can truly feel proud of their accomplishments during the 2009/10 school year. Our
volunteers provided ongoing support across a variety of regularly scheduled programs, as well as At
Home and Special Projects.

As the 2009/10 school year comes to and end, we have our last group of volunteers to thank for their
support.

International Fair Volunteers — supported the preparations and activities associated with the
International Fair. Thank you to Jessica Casucci, Elizabeth Frick, Emily McSween, Beth Rancourt,
Kim Rexford, Cari Robertson and Wendy Washington.

Math Days Volunteers — assisted Mrs. Bazzett with this year’s Math Days. Thank you to Donna
Lawrence and Liz Smith.

Swish Volunteers —delivered fluoride rinse to Taft Students every Tuesday. Thank you to
Andrea Conniff, Phil DeCosta, Roanne Karns, Kimberly Kenny, Jen Lutton, Kristin Parabicoli, Beth
Rancourt, and Kim Rexford.

Mail Distribution Volunteers — distributed mail within Taft School 3 days a week. Thank you to
Karen Labossiere, Gisella Mancheno and Courtney McQuestion.

NED Volunteers — supported the NED program Yo-Yo’s sales during 3" and 4" grade lunch.
Thank you to Kim Baca, Tracy Levitt, Karen Mages, Kim Rexford, Judy Salzberg, Jen Semle, Liz
Smith, and Jennifer Stanley.

Thank you to everyone that participated in this year’s volunteer program. Your willingness to donate
your time and energy is what makes this all possible. Our teachers, students and administration
appreciate the great work you do.

If you would like to become a Taft Elementary Volunteer next year, please complete and return the
volunteer form to the Taft School.
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WHITIN MIDDLE SCHOOL

Brain Injury Program

On Friday, April 30", fifth grade students attended an informational program about the dangers of brain injury and ways to prevent it.
The program highlighted the importance of taking safety precautions such as wearing a seatbelt and using a helmet when biking. In
conjunction with this program, Uxbridge Police Department supplied bike helmets to any students who didn’t own one.

Community of Caring

The Community of Caring “Caught Doing Good” campaign has extended to include Whitin teachers. This month teachers were
recognized by their students for their efforts with Terrific Teacher awards. Dozens of awards were given out to Whitin Staff in all areas.
At the conclusion, a drawing was held which awarded the winner a gift certificate. This month’s winner was 7" grade math teacher Jen
Clark. In the student’s own works “I’ve always struggled with math and Mrs. Clark really helps me understand it.”

Whitin Middle School Drama Presentation

Approximately 50 students in the Whitin Drama Club will be presenting The Royal Bachelor on Friday, May 21st, at 3:00 and 7:00 P.M.
in the Whitin School cafeteria. Mark your calendar for this special production that is a clever mix of Survivor, American Idol, and The
Bachelor, but you’ve never seen them quite like this! Mix these popular reality TV shows together in a royal setting and you have a
hilarious musical! When poor King Evian falls out the window, the royal scepter ends up in the hands of Yokel, crowning this foolish
hillbilly the next king. Everyone agrees Yokel needs a wife to help him run the kingdom, so five eligible young ladies are brought in to vie
for the new king’s hand. However, Yokel’s more focused on surviving his first days as royalty, especially with the bitter Prince Daft, who
was supposed to be next in line for the throne, making one harebrained and funny assassination attempt after another. Between that
and a thieving personal advisor who is draining the royal treasury, one of these women better be pretty special to gain Yokel’s attention!
Sparkling with music and fun, join us for this hilarious musical as Yokel finds his true love and saves his kingdom from ruin.

Spirit Week

Student Council is sponsoring a spirit week at Whitin from May 25 — 28", The scheduled events include: Tuesday 25th - $1.00 donation
to the food pantry to wear a hat, Wednesday 26th - Twin Day, Thursday 27th - School Colors Day, Friday 28th - Red White and Blue Day
in honor of Memorial Day.

School Council

School Council adopted a new bullying policy for the handbook in accordance with the School Committee’s policy. In addition, every
classroom in Whitin Middle School experienced a lesson during the week of April 26 to address bullying. In this lesson students learned
what bullying is and how to combat it either as a victim or as a bystander. We will continue to work to stop bullying at the middle
school.

Teacher Appreciation Week

Teacher Appreciation Week took place from May 5 thru the 7. During this time the PTO and student council provided all educators
with a luncheon and several gifts and reminders of appreciation throughout the week. The faculty appreciates your support and effort
in making this week a memorable one!

i |
: UPCOMING EVENTS !
Y

May 26 Grade 6 Science Fair June 8 Spring Concert A

May 27 Grade 5 & 6 Social June 9 Spring Concert B

May 28 Grade 5 Field Trip June 10 Grade 6 Field Trip

May 28 Flying Squadron June 11 Grade 7 Field Trip

June 1 Grade 8 Six Flags Trip June 17 Grade 8 Debate Finals

June 2 PTO Meeting: 6:30 June 21 Grade 8 Dinner Dance

June 4 Great East Festival for Band members June 22 Grade 8 Promotion Night

June 7 Move-up Day for Grade 4 Students

June 7 Move-up Night for Grade 4 Parents
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UXBRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL

Principal’s Piece:

April has come and gone...May is just about finished...and June is staring us right in the face! How fast this school year has
gone by and how excited | am to continue to see strong student and faculty leadership and commitment to Uxbridge High
School! Thank you to senior Jackie Gianetti, junior Tara Feeley and sophomore Dan Penza for their participation as actors and
to the Uxbridge Police Department and Fire Departments for their cooperation in and participation of a reenactment of a mock
car crash scene sponsored by SADD and advisor Amanda Alsfeld. The following freshman students attended a Freshman
Leadership Workshop sponsored by Jostens: Emily Cahill, Caitlin Francis, Chris Mannka, Wade O'Neil, Andrew Reardon,
David Roxo, Nicole Venditti and Abigail White. They were chaperoned by English teacher and Class of 2013 Advisor Amy
Desilets and Social Studies teacher Lauren Bouchard. Seniors Katelyn Dionne and Dana Renault attended the Mass Forum
Training in Taunton with Adjustment Counselor Alison Dwyer. This training is in support of The Coalition for a Community of
Caring (formerly known as The Blackstone Valley Youth Coalition). And, congratulations to Physical Education teacher and
track coach, Walter Berkowicz for being named the Central Mass Girls Indoor Track Coach of the year awarded by the Mass
State Track Coaches Association. As we complete the final trimester of the year, so comes the time for Advanced Placement
Tests for many of our upperclassmen. Over 90 students took exams in May in the following AP Courses: Government, French,
Spanish, Calculus, English Literature, US History, Biology, Chemistry and English Language. Thank you to guidance
counselor Brian Burke for organizing the exams. | thank the Uxbridge community for their continued support of the students in
Uxbridge.

History

On April 9™ Mrs. Puckett took two of her students to Student Government Day at the State House in Boston. Peter Mannka, a
senior, was elected by the UHS student body to serve as delegate and Andie Hession, also a senior, was alternate. The
keynote speaker for the event was Attorney General Martha Coakley. The students debate two bills: cell phone use while
driving, and earlier starting time for high school students. The debate was vigorous and demonstrated a serious interest on the
part of the student delegates. Schools from all over the state participated in this event.

Technology
Students are working on Electricity Unit, Waves, and Communications in 9" grade Physics/Technology. In support of alcohol

awareness month, students are working on videos related to alcohol awareness in Photo/Video. Students continue building
various desks, tables, bookshelves, and wall units for the new Video Production room in construction. Also, students continue
work on designing and building new picnic tables for Pout Pond.

Science

Students are using the Engineering Design Method to produce a working trebuchet in pre-engineering while students in
horticulture work on grafting various trees and shrubs. Energy/Energy pyramids and the food chain food web are being
discussed in Honors Biology. Forensics is focusing on arson and a fingerprint lab.

Family and Consumer Science

Mrs. Jane Archibald of Unibank for Savings visited Mrs. Plasse’s Independent Living classes to talk about banking, the
importance of maintaining good credit and general financial literacy. Interior Design classes have appreciated the beautiful
design of homes close to the high school by taking walking tours to identify various architectural features. Mrs. Priore’s Foods
classes participated in a community service learning opportunity by preparing soup and cookies for the Empty Bowl fundraiser
which aided the People First Food Pantry. Mr. Douglas Priore visited the Foods classes to explain and demonstrate the
Passover Seder and how food is central to the celebration of this holiday and how it relates to the Christian observance of
Easter. He shared a power point based on the two years he lived in this land of culture, history and controversy.

Prevocational Skills

Spring is here! Our class has been outside for fresh air and exercise as often as the good weather permits. We are planning some local
walking field trips into the community and in house at UHS. We intend to get out into the community at least once weekly. We will use
these community field trips to assess students' growth this year in the areas of comparison shopping, making purchases, counting bills and
coins, ordering from menus, improving social etiquette, tipping, and to practice community safety. We are scheduling some in house field
trips which will take place on the UHS campus where progress in such areas as meal preparation, cafe' maintenance and kitchen safety will
be assessed. We also plan to utilize the outdoors to further develop, practice, and reinforce physical skills.

In Social Studies, we have been focusing on major events occurring during the 20th Century. Mr. Sweeney recently lectured as a guest
speaker on his experience in the Vietnam War. As always, his presentation was very informative and riveting. In addition to the historical
aspects of Mr. Sweeney's experiences, the students learned much about the climate and landscape of Southeast Asia. Ms. Hamelin and the
students continue to work hard with recycling efforts. The students are dedicated to the job and even some of our students who are less
social are really enjoying the work and are benefitting from the interaction with staff and students throughout UHS. Thank you teachers

and staff for your continued patience as the students learn.
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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH—ADpril

Two seniors (one boy, one girl) are nominated monthly by the faculty and staff at Uxbridge High School to receive recognition
as Senior of the Month. Considerations for nomination include: demonstrate willingness to assist others, have good academic
standing but do not need to be an A student, be respectful of others and self, be a good citizen, and be involved with school/
community service. Upon selection by the administration, the Seniors of the Month will have their pictures and brief write-
ups displayed in the front lobby of the high school for recognition.

Jennifer Rosa

As one of the hardest-working and most dedicated
individuals at Uxbridge High School, Jennifer Rosa has left
a positive mark for all Spartans to aspire to. Jen is a
motivated leader; she is dependable, responsible and
“follows through on all of the details.” Her academics are
impressive as she ranks eighth in her class but more
importantly Jen brings depth and breadth to class
discussions and to her writing. This is seen with her
publication in Celebrate! Young Poets Speak Out.
Teachers say Jen is “an asset to any class” and that “her
willingness to work hard, striving for the highest possible
academic level, is passed along to her classmates...” Jen
enjoys math and science and represented Uxbridge at
IGNITE at Worcester Polytechnic Institute and Women in
Engineering at UMASS Amherst. Outside the classroom,
Jen is found on the track, where she has received league
all-star recognition and has been a member of league
championship teams. When not on the track, Jen is
devoting hours a week as the Editor-in-Chief for the UHS
Class of 2010 Yearbook. Jen puts in endless hours to sell
advertisements and books, to cover events and write
copy. If she isn’t behind a camera “capturing the
moment” then she is looking at a computer screen
making sure every detail is just right. Jen continues to
develop her leadership and management skills as shift
leader at Dunkin Donuts and as an assistant instructor at
the Family Karate Center. She is an integral member of
the award winning Uxbridge Student Council where she
has been a chairperson, and a delegate at local and state
conferences and the treasurer. Jen’s willingness to give
back to the community will be missed when she
graduates. Whether volunteering for the Senior Center
Christmas Party or the UHS Toys-for-Tots Holiday Party or
participating in various walks or blood drives, Jen’s bright
smile and incredible sense of ownership makes all she
participates in a great success. Thank you for all you have
given to Uxbridge Jen!

Stephen Shenouda

Stephen Shenouda is an exceptional person; he is well-
rounded, motivated, intelligent, musically inclined and
has a strong sense of character. He challenges himself in
all his endeavors and thrives on competition. Stephen is
ranked 3" in the Class of 2010, earning a cumulative GPA
of 100.52 from his AP and honors level courses. His
interest in a pre-medicine program supports the talents
and skills Stephen demonstrates in his science and
mathematics courses.  Stephen’s logical, intelligent
approach to scholastics is exemplified by his endeavors to
set his college academic goals. In order to research
medical and science related majors, he volunteered as a
doctor’s assistant at various offices and hospitals in the
area. His talents, however, do not end in the classroom.
Stephen is an accomplished pianist who has composed
two masterpieces. His performances include those for his
church and Uxbridge High School as a member of the Jazz
and Rock/Blues bands. His passion for music embodies
the spirit, gentleness and sincerity of his personality; his
playing is a sweet pleasure. In addition to his music,
Stephen is Associate Manager at Niko’s Restaurant, a
family-owned business.  Stephen has also traveled
extensively, having lived in Egypt and England before
settling here in Uxbridge. Stephen just recently tried out
his thespian skills as Vince Fountaine in the Drama Club’s
presentation of Grease. Additionally, Stephen is a
member of the outdoor track team and the ski club. The
optimism Stephen possesses is contagious, just like his
smile. Uxbridge has been graced with many wonderful
students, and Stephen Shenouda is a star.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 Whitin School 3 ELC 4 ELC- Prek Conf. 5
Admin Mtng-9:30 am | PTO Mtng-6:30pm | PreK Conferences No PreK Classes UHS Class of 2010
Whitin School High School No Prek Classes Whitin School Graduation
Gr.8 Field Trip to Sr. Report cards High School Great East Festival 10:30 am. @
Six Flaggs issued MCAS Int. & Adv. Band UHS Donatelli Field
High School MCAS Grades 6-8Chorus ESTS T
Graduation Rehearsal | Grad. Rehearsal High School -
Senior Cookout Senior Awards Baccalaureate Service L8
Banquet — 7pm 6 pm ——
Pleasant Valley Faith Fellowship Church
6 7 Taft School-Gr. 4 | 8 ELC-Goodbye 9 ELC -Rain date 10 Taft School 11 Taft School 12
Ice Cream Social-2pm | Social sponsored by for Goodbye Social | Field Day Gr.3 & 1 Rain Date Class 0f 2012
Faculty Mtng-3 pm PTO 5:30-7 p.m. Taft School Mrs. Remillard’s 4™ Field Day Gr. 3 & 1 Car Wash 9-1 pm
Whitin School Taft School Gr. 4 Field Trip Gr. Field Trip Lunch Lady Luau
Gr. 4 Move Up Day Field Day Gr. 4 & 2 Roger Williams Zoo | Whitin School Whitin School
Gr. 4 Move Up Night | Whitin School Whitin School Gr. 6 YMCA Team Gr. 5 Spelling Bee @
@ 7:00 p.m. Spring Concert A Spring Concert B Building 9:00 a.m.
High School Beg. Band & Chorus | Int. & Adv. Bands Gr. 7 Patriot’s Place
Faculty Meeting School Committee Taft School High School
Student Council Mtng Mtng -7 pm Rain Date Jr. Awards Assembly
Booster Club Mtng-7pm Field Day Gr. 4 & 2
13 14 Whitin School 15 Whitin School 16 Whitin School | 17 ELC 18 ELC 19
Gr. 8 Prelim. Debate | Gr. 8 Prelim. Debate | Gr. 8 Debate Last Day for K Last Day for PreK Special Town
Practice (day) Whitin School K Screening Meeting
SBC Public Forum Gr. 8 Debate Finals High School 10am-12 pm
7-9 pm UHS Aud. 6:00 p.m. Final Exams
20 Father’s Day 21 ELC 22 New School 23 24 25 Child Care is open | 26

Cheerleader’s Car
Wash 9:30 — 2:30 pm

K & PreK Screening
2010-2011 School Yr
Whitin School

Gr. 8 Dinner Dance
6:00—9:00 p.m.

Ballot Election
ELC K & PreK
Screening
Whitin School
Gr.8 Promotional
Night — 6p.m.

Gr. 7 Field Day
Ballot Election

Last day of school
' day all schools
Child Care is open
6:30 am-8:30 am &
11:30am-6:00pm

Child Care is open to
those who have pre-
registered

for pre-registered

Last Day for the
Extended Day Program
this year.

TAFT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CALENDAR - JUNE 2010

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Gr. 3 Science Assem. | Gr. 1 Science Assem. | Pre-K Conferences Pre-K Conferences UHS Graduation
9:15-10:45 AM 10:30 AM
12:00-1:30 PM
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Gr. 4 Move Up Day ELC Goodbye ELC Rain Date Mrs. Remillard’s
7 8:45 - 10:45 AM Social 5:30-7 @ ELC 4™ Grade Class Trip
Gr. 3 Science Assem. | Gr. 4 Ice Cream Gr. 4 Roger Williams | Brockton Hospital
@ 9:15 -10:45 AM Social — 2PM School Committee Zoo Field Trip 9 —-2:30 PM
12:00 — 1:30 PM Meeting 7 PM
Gr. 1 Science Assem.
Faculty Mtg. 3PM
13 14 15* 16 17 18 19
Flag Day Field Day Field Day Rain Date Field Day Taft Pride Day Uxbridge New School
Gr. 2 Afternoon Gr.2 &4 Gr. 1 Morning Staff Breakfast Town Vote 10 AM
Gr. 4 Morning Gr. 3 Afternoon
Ed the Wizard 4™ Gr. | Taft School Council Field Day Rain Date
Show & Pizza Party 3:30 PM Gr.1&3
1:30 PM
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Last Day!

Father’s Day

Gr. 2 Science Assem.

Special Ballot
Election 7AM-7PM

Gr. 2 Science Assem.

Half Day for Students
11:30 AM

Water Safety Assem.
Gr. 1&2 - 9:00

Gr. 3&4 —10:15 AM

27

28

29

30

* SBC Public
Information
Meeting UHS
Auditorium
7PM

Revised 5.26.10
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